Before you Vote on HCR 1020 Falsely Accusing Christian Armenians of Atrocities Please Take Note of the Following
— The Armenian people, the first Christian nation who hail from the land of Noah, were the victims of the first genocide
of the 20th century, with over 1.5 million men, women and children murdered by the Ottoman Turkish government from
1915-1923.
— The United States Congress established the Near East Relief fund to assist the survivors of the genocide, a nationwide
effort that constituted America’s first international humanitarian campaign - helping save hundreds of thousands of
orphans and survivors of all ages from imminent starvation.
— South Dakota played an important role in the Near East Relief humanitarian effort, including a proclamation
by Canton Mayor Wm. F. Tank, urging residents to donate funds on “Golden Rule Sunday” (the Sunday after
Thanksgiving) in support of Near East Relief efforts to assist over 35,000 Armenian Christian orphans struggling
to survive after the Genocide. South Dakota churches statewide raised thousands of dollars to assist the “starving
Armenians”.
— Christian Armenians survived Ottoman Turkish massacres and declared independence in 1918 only to be overrun, once
again, by Turkish soldiers and the Soviet Army.
— During 70 years of Soviet occupation, atheist Soviet leaders subjugated the Armenian population of the region of
Nagorno Karabakh to the repressive rule of the muslim Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic.
— From 1988 to 1990, when the Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh peacefully asserted their rights to democracy and selfrule through a referendum, the Azerbaijani government instigated targeted attacks against the Armenian populations in the
Azerbaijani cities of Baku, Sumgait, and Kirovabad - leaving dozens killed and forcing 300,000 Armenians to flee those
cities - fearing for their lives. Several hundred of those Christian Armenian families found safe haven in South
Dakota. Azerbaijan’s attacks escalated into war against neighboring Armenia until 1994, when a ceasefire was signed by
all sides.
— In 1991, people of Nagorno Karabakh declared independence and over the past 23 years has worked to stengthen its
democracy and build up its economy - despite a devastating blockade by Azerbaijan.
— By contrast, the Azerbaijani government, led by the corrupt Aliyev Dynasty - first by ex-KGB strongman Gaydar
Aliyev and now by his son Ilham, not only continues its aggression against the Christians of Armenia and Nagorno
Karabakh, but also represses his own people, rigging elections and cracking down on the independent media - including
the U.S. funded Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty.
— To cover up their abysmal human rights record, the Azerbaijani government is paying big money to former
Obama Administration officials like David Plouffe, Jim Messina and Robert Gibbs — and taking U.S. legislators
from states around the U.S. - including South Dakota - on expensive trips to Azerbaijan, using “caviar diplomacy”
to win over cheerleaders in the U.S.
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SOUTH DAKOTA:
A PROUD TRADITION
OF HUMANITARIAN
SERVICE
In the aftermath of the murder of over 1.5
million Christian Armenians during the
first genocide of the 20th century, Congress enacted the Near East Relief to
assist the hundreds of thousands of
orphans and refugees in the region.
South Dakota played an instrumental
role in assisting the “starving Armenians” through church fundraisers, as
documented in this 1923 edition of “The
New Near East” journal.
In 1925, a proclamation by Canton Mayor
Wm. F. Tank, urged residents to donate
funds on “Golden Rule Sunday”
(the Sunday after Thanksgiving) in support of Near East Relief efforts to assist
over 35,000 Armenian Christian orphans
struggling to survive after the Genocide.
South Dakota continued to lend its support to Christian Armenians in the early
1990’s, serving as safe haven for several
hundred fleeing Azerbaijani aggression.

