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Washington. b f

Sir: .

I have the honor to bring to the Department's ettenticn
such details as have reached the Zobes:zy from several scurces
copeerzing the recent deportations of Armenians from the
intericr of Anmtolia to Istanbul. )

The decortees began ta arrive at Istanbul some six wesis
-.,c_m' and they are quartersd by the Armenian Church amd its
auxiliary relief organizaticns in ghurches, school housea
and mbandoned tufldings in the villages of Ortakdy and Yeni-
k;]'. About 600 Armenians are now being .zien oar u‘gr. They
=
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are from various towns and villages of Anatolia.
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t is sssumed by moat of the deportees ti:T thelir ex-
pulsion from their homes in Anatolia is a part of the Gov-
erncent's program of meking Anatolis = pure Turkish distrist.
They relate thet the Turkish police, in towmns end villages
whers Armenians lived, attempted to instigate looasl Moslem
peopls to drive the Armenians awey. These efforts falled
compietely. The suthorities then brousht in Turks from
Bumell 2nd intimated to them thet they could take over the
Armenisn possessions. This new slement, however, lnatead
of tsking a hostile attitude towerd the Armenlans became
=ost congeniel witi thez. These two means feiling, the
A=—eriens wers 3old tiZet ey bed to leave atl once for Is-
tensul. They sold their possessions racelving for them
ruinous prices. I Lheve been +o0ld thet cattle worth several
hunéred liras = -ead had been sold for es little es five
lirss = heed. ¥7 informant st=ted taet Lo arT=nians wers
per=itted to sell thelr proparty in order that mo oun® of
t+hem could say thet they werse rorcad_gu abazdoz it. How=
ever, the sale under these conditions amounted %0 & prec-
+i¢el abendonment.

~ws Armenians wers ohliged to welx froo thelr villeges
+n ~he reilways =nd then they wWere shipped b trein to Ia-
tanbul. Losel relief organizetlons ere dolng thelir best
to =ttempt %o Tind employmeant for these necnle and to care
#0- tram until em-loyment is found, EHowever, the size of
+he tesk 18 staggerling. Local sympathetic people have
Yeen cenvessed to contribute DODey for thelr relief.

The real reasons for the deportstions is unikmown. A

fow Armenians believe that it 1s dus =0 their

superior



superior business methods whish arouses jealousy among
certmin Turkish elements, The Armenians are mown for
their energy and thoroughness i{n business and many of
them believe that They are suffering now for these
qualities. It is l1ikelT, thoush ,” that -thelr removal

{s simply one step in the govermment®s avowed policy of

making Anstolis purely Turkish.
Bespectfully yours,

JQobert P, Skinner.
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