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The Genocide Resolution deserves a vote

Attached pleasefind an article from the Fresno Bee about local Armenian Americans demonstrating
infavor of the passage of the Genocide Resolution. Aswe approach the close of the 108th Congress,
supportersof thishuman rightslegid ation are growing increasingly concerned that theleadershipin
the House and Senate have yet to schedul e thismeasurefor avote. Below, pleasefind ten
compelling reasonswhy the Genocide Resol ution should be adopted:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

8)

9)

The Genocide Resol ution seeksto prevent future genocides.

The Genocide Resol ution strengthens America s commitment to the Genocide Convention.
The Genocide Resol ution was unanimously adopted by the House Judiciary Committee.
The Genocide Resolution has broad, bipartisan Congressional support.

The Genocide Resol ution has been endorsed by acoalition of over 100 organizations.
Pulitzer Prize winning author Samantha Power supportsthe Genocide Resolution.

Over forty (40) legidators participated personaly in the Capitol Hill Observance of the
Armenian Genocide.

Onehundred and ninety-one (191) members of Congress asked President thisApril to
recognize the Armenian Genocide.

Over 100,000 people have taken part in the Genocide Resol ution postcard campaign.

10) A sold-out System Of A Down benefit concert washeldin LosAngelesonApril 24thto

support passage of the Genocide Resolution.

If I can be of any help, please contact me at (202) 431-3806 or abraham@anca.org.
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Fresno protest backs Armenian resolution

By Pablo Lopez
TheFresnoBee
(Updated Saturday, May 29, 2004, 7:28 AM)

A group of protesters picketed outside a
northwest Fresno restaurant Friday, hoping
to get U.S. Speaker of the House Dennis
Hastert to commit to a resolution that
recognizesthe Armenian genocide.

Hastert, in town to support Republican state
Sen. Roy Ashburn’sbid for Congress, never
got achanceto addresstheissue. Oncethe

$250-a-plateluncheon a Pardini’ swasover,
Hastert wasrushed to the airport so he could About 30 people protest outside a Fresno fund-raiser where
: House Speaker DennisHastert spoke Friday. They are upset
head o his next engagement. that an Armenian genocide resolution is being held up in
] the House of Representatives after passing the House
Theprotesters, however, didn’t |leaveempty- Judiciary Committee by a unanimous vote.
handed. Mark Crosse/ The Fresno Bee

Afterward, Ashburn said hetold Hastert that he supportsthe resol ution that recognizesthe daughter of
1.5 million Armenians at the hands of the Ottoman Empire between 1915 and 1923. If elected to
Congress, Ashburn said, “| would ask Hastert to bring it to avote.”

At issueis House Resolution 193, marking the 15th anniversary of the U.S. implementation of the
United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide.

Thislandmark convention, adopted by the U.N. in 1948, specifically identifies genocide asacrime
under international law. The resol ution citesthe Armenian genocide as an example of past genocides,
along with the Hol ocaust and the Rwandan and Cambodian genocides.

TheHouse Judiciary Committee unanimously approved the resolution morethan ayear ago, but Hastert
hasnot brought it to the Housefloor for avote, said Rich Sanikian, amember of theArmenian National
Committee, Central California, which organized the protest at Pardini’s.



“If Hastert doesn’t bring thishuman-rightslegislation to avotein the next six months, it will dieat
theend of thiscongressional session,” Sanikian said.

Hastert isan lllinois Republican. About 30 people protested outside the restaurant, carrying signs
that read: “Hastert hear the cry from history” and “ Hastert holdsthe genocide vote hostage.”

Sanikian said local eaderswho support the resolution include Rep. George Radanovich, R-
Mariposa; Fresno Mayor Alan Autry; and Ashburn’spolitical rival, former state Sen. Jim Costa.

Costa, aFresno Democrat, and Ashburn are battling for the open 20th Congressional District seat.
Incumbent Cal Dooley, D-Fresno, isnot running for reelection.

The Central Valley ishometo more than 60,000 Armenians, one of the oldest ethnic groupsin the
area. Armenianswant Turkey to recognize the genocide and pay restitution.

Themodern Turkish republic, which evolved from the Ottoman Empire, disputesthat agenocide
occurred. The U.S. government hasrepeatedly balked at passing aresol ution because Turkey isan
aly anditslocationisof strategicimportance to American interests abroad.

Ashburn’sluncheon drew awho’s-who list of civicleaders, including state Sen. Chuck Poochigian, a
Fresno Republican; Madera County Supervisor Frank Bigelow; and Mike Reynolds, founder of the
Three Strikesrepeat offender law.

News crewswere not allowed insidethe private party. Guests could get photographswith Hastert for
a$2,000 donation.

Afterward, Ashburn said if heiselected to Congress he could hel p the Armenian cause and protect
Valley interests because he will be part of the Republican majority inthe House of Representatives.
“1 will have committee assignmentsand seek aleadershiprole,” hesaid. If Costaiselected, Ashburn
said, “hewould bein the minority, aback bench newcomer.”

Costasaid he has been an effective legislator because he has bi-partisan support. He said he has been
alongtime supporter of the genocideresolution.

Thereporter can be reached at plopez@fresnobee.com or (559) 441-6434.




