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To: Friends

From: Kate Nahapetian, Government Affairs Director

Date: January 26, 2006

Re: International Christian Concer n protestsAzer baijani

desecr ation of sacred Armenian cemetery

| thought that you might beinterested in the statement by International Christian Concern, a
leading human rights organi zation dedicated to hel ping persecuted Christiansworl dwide.

In the attached January 26th pressrelease, ICC’s President Jeff King commentson “the
shocking videotape of the systematic demolition of thistreasure of world Christian heritage,”
describing it asa“ deliberate act of hatred against along-persecuted Christian nation and -
more broadly - an affront to all Christiansaround theworld.” King added that:

“Although thisatrocity ison thesamelevel asthe
Taliban’sdestruction of the Bamiyan Buddha statuesin 2001 and
thedesecration of Jewish cemeteriesthroughout Europe, the
U.S. Sate Department hasremained silent.”

The | CC release places thismost recent act of desecration in historical context, noting that:
“Intheyearsfollowing the 1915 genocide of over 1.5 million Armenian, Hellenic, and
Assyrian Christians, Azerbaijan and Turkey have sought to eradicate the historical memory of
thethriving Christian presencein the Caucasusand Anatolia.”
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Azerbaijani Soldiers Desecrate Armenian Christian Cemetery

To: National & International Desks
Contact: Jeff King, President, International Christian Concern, 301-989-1708, icc@persecution.org

WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 /Christian Wire Service/ - The Washington, DC-based human
rightsgroup, International Christian Concern (ICC) www.persecution.org, hasrecently been
informed that the government of Azerbaijan has destroyed an irreplaceable medieval
Armenian Christian cemetery in the Djulfaregion of Nakhichevan.

Thisact of cultura “cleansing” continuesthe spirit of the Armenian Genocide—an attempt
by the Muslim countriesin theregionto erase all memory of athriving Christian culture
that has existed in the Caucasus areasincethefourth century AD. Although thisatrocity is
onthesamelevel asthe Taliban’s destruction of the Bamiyan Buddha statuesin 2001 and
the desecration of Jewish cemeteriesthroughout Europe, the US State Department has
remained silent.

“Weare profoundly troubled by the Azerbaijani government’s desecration of theArmenian
Christian cemetery in Djulfa- particularly the destruction of irreplaceable carved stone
crosses, many over athousand yearsold,” said |CC president Jeff King. “ The shocking
videotape of the systematic demolition of thistreasure of world Christian heritage
documentsfor all to seeadeliberate act of hatred against along-persecuted Christian nation
and - more broadly - an affront to all Christiansaround theworld.”

In mid-December of 2005, roughly 200 Azerbaijani soldierswere caught on videotape
using sledgehammersto demolish asacred site of the Armenian Apostolic Church. The
cemetery dates back to the 7th Century and was once home to as many as 10,000
khatchkars (intricately carved stone-crosses). Sadly, thisattack, which followed previous
demolitionsin 1998 and 2002, effectively destroyed thissite- erasing forever atrue
treasure of world heritage.

Intheyearsfollowing the 1915 genocide of over 1.5 million Armenian, Hellenic, and
Assyrian Christians, A zerbaijan and Turkey have sought to eradicate the historical memory
of thethriving Christian presencein the Caucasusand Anatolia. The Christian Armenian
legacy inthispart of theworld dates back to the apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew and,
later, Armenia sconversionto Christianity asastatereligionin 301 AD.

To watch thevideo of thedestruction: http://www.hairenik.com/HairenikTV/

ICC is a Washington-DC based human rights organization that exists to help persecuted Christians
worldwide. ICC delivers humanitarian aid, trains and supports persecuted pastors, raises awareness in
the US regarding the problem of persecution, and is an advocate for the persecuted on Capitol Hill and

the State Department. For additional information or for an interview, contact ICC at 800-422-5441.
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