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To: ForeignAffairsLegidative Assistant
From: Aram S, Hamparian, Executive Director
Date: January 31, 2005

Re: Ending the Cycle of Genocide

Armenian Americans - the children and grandchildren of genocide survivors- are painfully
aware of the terrible price of the world’sindifference in the face of the systematic destruc-
tion and deliberate mass slaughtersthat continue to plague our world.

Asyou know, the denial of the Armenian Genocide by the Turkish government set the stage
for acentury marked by ahorrific cycle of genocide. To thisday, Turkey’s effortsto cover-
up thisatrocity make theworld amore dangerous place - embol dening thosein Sudan and
elsawhere with the knowledge that their crimes can be committed with impunity. Evenaswe
take action today to end thekilling in Darfur, we must commit to finally bringing an end to
thelongest campaign of genocidedenia in history - the shameful campaign by the Turkish
government to erase the murder of oneand ahalf million Armenians.

Inthisregard, | would liketo bring two mattersto your attention. Thefirst isthe attached
piece, ahighly moving editorial intoday’s Detroit Free Pressby Salih Booker, the dynamic
Executive Director of AfricaAction. The second isan upcoming briefing at the Woodrow
Wilson Center, detailsof which are provided below:

Briefing: TheWilson Center’sAfricaProgram and the Conflict Prevention Project
arejointly hosting abriefing by John Prendergast, Special Advisor tothe
President of the International Crisis Group, on “ Darfur, Southern Sudan and
Northern Uganda: The Quest for aComprehensive Peace.”

The program will take place on Monday, February 7, 2005, 2:00 pm. - 3:30
p.m. inthe 6th Floor Auditorium of the Ronald Reagan Building, One
Woodrow Wilson Plaza, 1300 PennsylvaniaAve. NW. To RSV P, contact
AfricaProgram Assistant Mike Jobbins at africa@wwic.s .edu
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| nter vention could help avoid another ‘Hotel Rwanda’
By SALIH BOOKER -- January 31, 2005

TheWesternworld, thewhiteworld, will not interveneto stop genocidein Africa. That isoneof the central
messages of therecently released and critically acclaimed film“Hotel Rwanda.” 1tisamessage hard torefutein
the case of Rwanda, 10 yearsago, and again today in the case of Darfur, Sudan.

Thisfilm, which ought to berequired viewing for everyoneinterested inAmerica sroleintheworld, is
primarily about agood Samaritanin atimeof genocide. The protagonist, Paul Rusesabagina, played brilliantly by
the Oscar-nominated Don Cheadle, asksnot, “If | stop and help thisman, what will become of me?’ but rather,
“If | do not stop and hel p thisman, what will become of him?’

Thefilm’sfocusisone ordinary man who demonstrateswhat can be doneto save hundreds of soulswhen
you assumethat isyour most basic duty to your fellow human beings. But thelarger messageisof thetragedy of
theworld sfallureto protect Rwandansintheir hour of need.

Inonly 100 days, 800,000 to 1 million peoplewerekilled in Rwandawhile theworld watched.

At thetime of the genocide adecade ago, the U.S. government refused to call it by itsname, lest that oblige
Washington to do something about it.

Far from advocating for additional peacekeepers, the United States pressed the United Nationsto withdraw
itsforces- thelast thin line against the esca ating d aughter - even asthe genocide unfolded, but only after all
Americansand other Westernerswere safely evacuated.

The United States did nothing asextremistson radio incited thekillings. The Clinton administration and
Congressrationaized that decision ascomplying withinternationa telecommunicationslaw. TheU.S.
government al so knew who was | eading the genocide and even spoketo them, but failed to act against them.

Aloneamong the principa nationsand internationa organizationsinvolved, the United Stateshasrefused to
hold any internal investigationsof itsfailureto act to stop genocidein Rwanda. (President Clinton has, however,
apologizedfor stting on hishands.)

Fast-forward one decade. In Sudan, 400,000 people have been murdered in Darfur over thelast two
years. The Sudanese government unleashed thisgenocide againgt civiliansin Darfur asacounterinsurgency
strategy to quash arebdlioninthat politically important region.

But thegenocidein Sudanisdifferent from that in Rwanda. It hasunfolded in dow motion, making it an even
stronger indictment against theinternational community that regularly intonesthewords* never again,” including
at last April’s 10th anniversary commemorationsin Rwanda. The community isprovingto betardy inliving up to
that promise.

Also, duein part to public pressure, the U.S. government wasforced thistimeto acknowledge that genocide
was occurring in Sudan and that the Khartoum government wasresponsible.

Andyet, inthesametestimony last September to Congress declaring thefinding of genocidein Darfur,
Secretary of State Colin Powel| stated - incredibly - that no further action waswarranted on the part of the U.S.

Apparently, the president hasagreed. Despite early signsof hope, theadministration’soverall inactioninthe
faceof theatrocitiesismind-boggling.

Genocideisacrimeagainst humanity requiring an ur gent inter national response. But stateswill
not act unlesstheir citizensdemand it.

We must demand |eadership from the U.S. government to do what isnecessary to gainaUN Security
Council resolution authorizing amultinational force- based onasmall African Unionforcedready in Sudan - to
intervenewith the mandateto protect civiliansand the authority to enforceacease-fire.

After watching “Hotel Rwanda’ how canwefail humanity so soonand againinAfrica?



