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To: ForeignAffairsLA

From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director

Date September 12, 2005

Re: NY Times criticizes Turkey for silencing discussion of Genocide

TheNew York Times, in its September 10th issue, ran apolicy editorial criticizing
the Turkish government’s prosecution of noted author Orhan Pamuk for speaking
about the Armenian Genocide:

Che New 1ork Times

In February, a Swiss newspaper quoted
Mr. Pamuk on Turkey's longstanding refusal to discuss the
Armenian genocide and the deaths of some 30,000 separatist
Kurds more recently. Mr. Pamuk’'s remarks inflamed Turkish
nationalists, and he left the country.

He facesthe possibility of three yearsinjail.

Please keep thiseditorial in mind during the consideration of the Armenian Genocide
Resolution. Fedl freeto contact the ANCA for moreinformation on thislegislation
at (202) 775-1918 or anca@anca.org.
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Che New Hork Cimes

THE WEEB

Editorials /Op-Ed

TheTurkisn Identity
Published: September 10, 2005

Next week, the Turkish prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, will address the
United Nations here on one of theissuesthreatening to slow down negotiationsto
admit Turkey into the European Union - recognizing Cyprus. But he should aso
address the question of Orhan Pamuk, the pre-eminent Turkish novelist who has
been charged with “ public denigration” of Turkishidentity.

|n February, a Swiss newspaper quoted Mr. Pamuk on Turkey’slongstanding refusal
to discuss the Armenian genocide and the deaths of some 30,000 separatist Kurds
morerecently. Mr. Pamuk’sremarksinflamed Turkish nationalists, and heleft the
country. Hefacesthe possibility of threeyearsinjall.

The charges against Mr. Pamuk violate the standards of free speech, one of the
prerequisitesto Turkey’sadmission to the European Union. Thechargesalso cut to
the heart of Mr. Pamuk’ swriting. The question of Turkishidentity informshiswork.
In“My NamelsRed,” Mr. Pamuk never letsthe reader forget the ethnic and cultural
diversity of Turkey’spast. Nor doesheflinch, in“Istanbul,” from reminding readers
of the “deliberately provoked” 1955 riots that destroyed several non-Muslim
neighborhoodsin that city. Beneath the notion of aTurkish identity liesatension,
still noticeabl etoday, that has nourished Mr. Pamuk’swriting.

It has been about six months since Mr. Pamuk’s commentswere published, soitis
unclear why the charges are being brought just now. Whatever themotive, they area
reminder that one of Turkey’ sbiggest obstaclesin dealing withtheWest istheway it
choosesto patrol itsown history.



