Ethnic Epic

W Armentan-Americans and the Turkish government use diflerent

strategies i their OIngomye battle over a I'_!"L'JII'IL'HlL' resolution.

By Julie Kosterlitz

v the ome the Armenin-Amern-
cans [rom Detroar arvived in
1"'-.|"g|i1|'_;|llll on October 25—one ol sew-
eral such contingents brom around th
cotnEy—uo ey o resowe their decades
:-.|I|-_: clresam, 1t was already 1o lane,

Just twor weeks carlier, the House For-
eign Aflars Committes had approved the
Vhrmation of the Unied Staes Record
on the Armnentan Cenocicde Resolution,
angd  Speaker Nancy Pelosi,  D-Calif
vowed 1o bring it 1o a loor vote, But since
then more than a dosen cosponsors had
withdrwwn their support, under intense
pressure from the government of Turkey,
its hivrh-wattag Washingion lobbvists,
aned o Whio's Who of Bush administration
oflicials and milimry leaders,

By day's endd, the measure’s lead spon
sor, Democrat Adam Schifl—whose Los
Angelesarea districtincludes asignilican
Armemian enclave—would write Pelos)
asking her 1o postpone the vore

he Motor Caty cle |::,_',
We'll dehten our

wion, however,
wils not conceding

beelts, stand shoulder o shoulder, and

N Generation to Generation

—

B The grassroots delegation from

ichigan that lobbied
Congress included Armenian-Americans of varying ages.

continue o strugele antl this s passed,”
sl Marses GCeedigian, a retired Ford Mo
tor magager and the Detvont chrector al
the Armeman MNatonal Committee of
America. “Tt s going o pass,” echoed
banker Ralph Rourtjian just betore the
Brotip returned o the _|i||_.|||r thiat el

e long-running battle in Congress
between the Turks and Armenians s in
structive, a study in both clashing view-
ponints ared the two different ways tha po-
litteal power s applied; the Turks” use of
the diplomate leverage ol a loreign goy
crnment versiis the Armeniins’ use ol
the ballow-box clout of an Amencan eth-
mic gronep, Al dssue is how the 1S, o
croment will refer w the mass shngheer
.||:1| l.||'.|4||'. -.|l:'|.ul|‘..l||ll||\ 0l Tt I|I.'.II a
million Armenians in the Ottoman Em-
pare churing Werld W L

Whether it was EC TR Lede—sn svste i
ciior o eradicate 2 manonal, mcil, rel-
oy, or ethnic group—as Armenian
vimericans and most genocide scholars
contend, or a trame but more nuanced
event, as the Turkish gowermiment and a
few seholars argue, may seem lke an o
cane storesl delsie, Buot the ouweonmne
bears  directly  on
the core identin of
bath the sizable Ad-
menin-American
diaspora and the
Republic of Turkey,
= avieal LS, all

I 2 techmical

SOCTISE, thee I'irks’
EOVE T TLE L0 00
ernment realpolitik
hass trinmphedd, pre-
VEIIting | tull
|||1||\r' Vil Ih!l'l'
times  since 2000,
Bul even Turkey's
allies recogmize th
the prassroots Ar-
menian lobby has
eftectively  Toughi
them to a draw, The

msue keeps coming

Back, and each skirmish rises its profil
"Oe of the major problems Tias been
that it's the Torkish government that has
lewd the charge in presentng the Turkish
posttion, and there's a need to ger Tork
ish-Americans involved and to be more

adctve citizens,” savs Lincoln MeCurdy
the former longtime director of a pro-
Furkish business group, tis a problem
that MeCurdy and some prominent Turk
sh-Armericms are now hoping o remedy

Part of the Armenin-Amenicins” pow-
ercomes from the focus and PUrSISIETIC
Turks

thewrehin, "Adwer the Drst generation, they

they breng 1o the ssie, e

Armenians | will forget” I'm second gen
eration, and the third are soll on an” says
ke, whose fellow lobilwvists mclod-
e college semor Am Hagopian and Kar-
ine Birmean, who put a nursing carcer on
hesled 1o Become an Avmenian National
Caonmumitiee orginises

he Armenian diaspora has con
sciously nurtured  this sense ol
wdentity throvwgh close-kone fami-
vrmenian Apostolic Church;

.'.!Hl 1 FAEEITY COImmumiies "'l.'|.l.IE.'.||' i¥ |

lies; the

menin schools and newspapers. Th

[rassage ol Lme hiats actially boosted

the Armenian communuy’s palitical
strength,. Those from the second and
thired generanons brmg more affluence,
ecducation, and sophistcation o the
cause than do then raumeaeezed, mostly
working-class parenis and grandparenis.

Fhey hiave had particular success aut-

side Wishineton: 4H) siate governments

have recognized an- Armenian holocaust
And Armenian-Americans successiully
lotabstesel thee Massachusets Legislatre in
the bate 189S 1o reguare that school chal-
dren be taught abour the Armenian
wenocioe,

Now the sounger generation is making
it case through popular coltore. Autho
and Colgate University professor Peter
Balakian's 2004 book about the

ran gervocide and the American TESpHITISE

e n-

e Burneng Tigr, was a bestsellern, Promi
nent Armenian-Americans helped under
write the 2006 PBS documentary The As
seniare Coereocnede, andd the Armnenmn-Aaner-

i members of the Grammy-winning
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heav-metal group System ol oo Down
WO i SO ool the ponocicle and po
mrformuaition boaths it thelr concers,

[he lourth estate has also been lob

hieel, Doy MM, The Bosten Cdoly basgran al
loslnng unguialilied use ol the term “genee
cicle” to deserbe the evens of 19015 after
preenng with Armemian actisvists: ancd i

MM The Newe Yok T3

. 3 0 N
ATTIE BTN PO ANS (e S0 [M s il 1

v elie] e s

crect wvisible ssmibol of ther canse 1nthe
nanon’s capital; an Armenn Geno icle
Musenm, o he howscd oo historne Lie
mer bank bunlding just blocks from the
White aling

A dorors, SPOTISOTS VO L OO e

Huouse, Dhespite leFal wran

thie progect Ty 2001,
I the dinspora’s canse was previoush
Fere By the perception thte i pvolvedd an
1

Berent elped by the nse of a separate ants-

Olel World Blood Fewd. it Tas increasingly
fenocide movemment over The past decade
Alter

of the unchecked ethnic slaughter n

rricans” belated recognition

Fwandda in 18994, an anlformal network o

academics, human-rights acnvists, anid

[ewish Aamencins his beon o

ANEZEN
stop and prevenn similer vagedies, Tl
erestiony of the Intet patione] Associnnon
ol Crenowicle Scholars, as well s Saman
tha Power's Pulitzer Prive-winniig 20008
Feivcrk, A Profilem F

teved the ssue’s nsmg imporance, nothe

Haull, have: both fos-

- Y ¥ S ST W '
puest Lew yeanrs UTASSTOONE BTOVIS WETE LI

ssAC e o crvilins

atesed 1o stop the nu

Suclan’s Dharfur 1 i

L I|I|.|||J|.'|||||.|I .'\'n-"-l"'-'-l'
T oL have joinedd the Saves Dt
Conlinon, the Genocide Intervention
\;'I\\|||L..||||".III|I: LR

b anti-eenocide movement, in tuen,
has helped give the Armenians” calest
FOTE OO relevaanee, M Tarkev's

policy ol denving the Armenian Geno-

clele gives license W thiose who perpetnt

penocide evervivhere,” the officers of o

Intermatonal Associnon of Genooigde
Schelars wrote ina letter o members: ol
L||||Ll|||,'\~ |'.|I|i|"' this visdr \II]IEII']I ol
the Flonise pesoluoen, " Lide by hatle, we
s the oromth ol an [ant-jeenocitle po-
liticn] constitueney,” savs Anon Hampan-

ann, u thibrcdege et Armenan-Aner

can who heads the Armenian Natoel

Caonrmittes Of Aanerica, one of the diasyo-

ri's twes Washington-based Jobby mroups:
[he anu=genocide mevement has also

e inroaeds with

helped Armenians oo i

has o date

anaother powerful lobby ol

sicded with Turkey: Amerdcan Jewish orgn-

1] oA T LN IR L (RN

trons, Boecawse Turkey Dus bBeen o of
Istspel s few [riencks i the remom, such Jew
=h N RRIFRRRE T the Anaerisin || wish -
rewy, e Aot-Dwelamion League, anid
Broar Birth bmermationisl e |||r‘|||-\.|'i|
the Arrnenian genocide resolutions, oo
recently, the Turkishi Embassy also re-
tined PR consulins Jason Epstein, o for
mer lobbwist Tor Boar Benhy, and Lenaos
Ben-Davie, a bormer depory clhoel ol s
st Al Israel's embassy in 1l.'|',|'||l1||.;_'||ll||. i
|1.|.'|I L liisons fo _Il.".'.'l\-'ll ]1'.Il'i| 1™

I A

cep Layvip Erdogan mor with Jewish

sk, Purkish Promes Mimster Ke

bewwelers i MNew Yok and pressed them
help block the resolution

Increasingly,  howeves, local [ewish
gronps are siding with Avmenuan groups
In Avgust, under pressure from chaplers
m Mew England, ADL Peesident Abe Fox
man Tinally called the events ol 1915 "tan

fmeunt o genocide” bur still saed the

high-
wattage lobbyists
and a Who’s Who
of the Bush
administration

Hoser resoluinsg wais i rrlllllll'l|llll¢|lll
tive eliversion” thar comled [ruat I'irrkey's
Jewish commmmnine at risk,

[ ArtienianeAmericans” public ok
bvinig s convimeed soane that Turkey's
relinnee on powerlul high-level advo
cutes—pail or otherwise—is no longe
stillicient,

urkeyv's latest victorsy took B more ¢l
in @ Republican

controlled Congress, At that time, the sec-

fowrt thian 11s |:-I'lil] s

retuy of State merely sent o letter of P
[rersitica Sehdl csaied, bt this time,
Presielent Bush, the seoretaries ol State
and Defense, members of the Joint Chicls
of Sl and Gen, Davicd Petracus all lob
P Honse members an “the most men
sifieel eflon 've seen.”

Murkey adso had -\.|.|.|||'||-:'||||'III [LES
'||'|||:r||||-:'||1 R ||IIh|1| H1l] ::IJIIII‘\.I‘l.. leaE e
L

with i high-priced Democratic one, lore-

Flowse Speaker Boly Livingston

micr Minonoe Leader Dhek Geplarde 1
Mo, whio b AU o the pesoslonbon as

A mermber of Cong

Ewveay so, Sehlll ||l_:|||'||._ lurkey won

preindy chue to Tastaninnte turn of world

evients, Adter [I.ll||-|.~.|\-:'l.1 kurehish rebels
s ked Turkish soldiers in nod-Cle o,
e Bush admanisuaion avgoed tha the
memsure jeopardized US-Turkish rela
s Jrist whoen the Unitec Siites wias i
;_‘;u,'r|.||'| \I'F'I-_|||'_|! oy dissestde Turkey from
ivaeling northern leaee A suecesstul fon
viorles, STl aveaed, s now use o matter of
fne—anel tiing

Some Turkishe-Amoricans secm o Fear
thar e s righe. A smaldl, affluent grouap
has hared MeCuaedy o starn the Turkish
Coulitton of Amernica to help create a
arassronts lobby, The sponsors: whom

MeCurdy won't name, have provided a

hiclaer of "wel wler 51 million.”

Forging an elfective Lobsbay, Moy

acknemwledees, will be roughe, The Th

feh-American cormrmunity s about a v
MoCurdy

wivs, sl s Mfone of he mest ftgmented

thee size af the Armennmn on

cthinic groops in the Lindted Stales,” in

part because Turkey s officiadly secul

atted ergrranes ok the boilem sense of

COTIImumnily III..I':
thewr charch

| (R LR the closest thine fo i grass

Armenians ger trom

his been the Assem
Furkishy Amercan Associations, i i

roeats ol

T gromp bor GO Jocal anganizations,

Bt s most of the [reust VT thies stssenbly

has been embroiled inoan internal powen
strugale fromm which i s only now begim
ELITLE AF P e T,

Instead, most of Turkey's nongovern
Linined
Staes has come [rom the Amernican Turk

ment lobbying sapport m the

ish Council, the business group thar 3
t '||',‘||. 1|F|||||1I.'|i ]|'|1 I:1||||||.ill'\ |||r|i||I- i
chinred by Brem Seowerolr, mtional se
curity adviser for President Ceorge HOW

Rush, and includes esecutives from Lock

leed Martin, \--L|I||-5|: Larinmnean
other delense Binmns

MeCurdy s holding seminars o teach
Nurkish-American

cointey how tooget invobved i the polis-

-'lI,IlI-\ aronnd  the

cul prowess,

That the Turkish lobby relies so heaily
on MoeOuardv—:a self-clescmbed Chrsthan
Aoglo broan Indiina—is emblematic ol

b Faar thae eflort has vet o go

pirbvorieelioner el coan

wheander fifeat



