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VOTE YES ON THE PALLONE _§
AMENDMENT TO H.R.4373 - -

FY2022 Foreign Aid Bill

THE PALLONE AMENDMENT

None of the funds appropriated or otherwise
made available by this Act [H.R.4373] under
“International Military Education and Training”
and “Foreign Military Financing Program” may
be made available for Azerbaijan.

STOP US ARMS AND AID TO AZERBAIJAN

Amid so many pressing needs here at home, why would
Congress send U.S. tax dollars to subsidize the rogue, oil-
rich regime of Azerbaijani dictator Ilham Aliyev?

In the wake of Azerbaijan’s unprovoked ethnic cleansing
of 100,000+ indigenous Armenians from Artsakh
(Nagorno Karabakh) — and amid Azerbaijan’s invasion and
occupation of Armenian territory — the U.S. should not be
sending a single tax-dollar to the oil-rich Aliyev regime.

The more than $120,000,000 in military aid the U.S.
has recklessly provided Azerbaijan has emboldened
the tyrannical regime in Baku, materially empowering
their ethnic-cleansing on Artsakh last September and
encouraging Baku to continue invading and occupying
Armenian land today.

Now, more than ever, the Congress must act in a bipartisan

manner to maintain the spirit and the letter of Section 907
of the Freedom Support Act, a longstanding provision

of law aimed at holding Azerbaijan accountable for its
relentless aggression against Armenians.

The U.S. should not reward Azerbaijan’s deployment

of Syrian jihadist mercenaries (recruited by Turkey), an
illegal action that undermines U.S. anti-terrorism policy
and global efforts to enforce the International Convention
against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of
Mercenaries.
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The U.S. should not reward Azerbaijan’s illegal detention,
abuse, and murder of Armenian prisoners of war, held
illegally in contravention of the Third Geneva Convention
and other international treaties.

STRENGTHEN AMERICAN VALUES AS A
CORE TENET OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY

Sending U.S. military aid to human rights abusers like
Azerbaijan not only recklessly enables Baku’s aggression,

it undermines the Administration’s commitment to human
rights as a core tenet of our foreign policy.

The cost of green-lighting military aid to Azerbaijan
extends well beyond the South Caucasus. Abetting one of
the world’s most authoritarian regimes during a regional
humanitarian and security crisis signals that the U.S. is
willing to abandon our values for the sake of oil interests.

U.S. recognition of the Armenian Genocide comes with
the responsibilities, among them not sending arms or aid
to states — like Azerbaijan - that are openly attempting to
complete this crime.

BACKGROUND

As a candidate, President Joe Biden called on the U.S. to
enforce Section 907 of the FREEDOM SUPPORT ACT and
“stop the flow of military equipment to Azerbaijan.”

Section 907, as originally enacted in 1992 with strong
bipartisan support, restricts U.S. assistance to the
Government of Azerbaijan until the President determines,
and so reports to the Congress, that the Government

of Azerbaijan is taking demonstrable steps to cease

all blockades and other offensive uses of force against
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. It has been waived
—under expanded authority granted by Congress in

2001 — during the Bush, Obama, Trump, and Biden
Administrations.
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