


 
 
Ahead of June’s crucial ballot, Russia has increasingly thrown its weight behind Russia-alligned 
forces in Armenia that, were they to prevail, would seek to torpedo Yerevan’s rapprochement with 
Baku. Chief among these is the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF), senior officials of which 
have travelled to Moscow, and with which ANCA maintains formal and ideological ties.
 
This alignment with pro-Russian elements does not limit itself to party politics. During JD Vance’s 
visit, senior ANCA officials issued an impassioned defence of the Armenian Apostolic Church amid a 
government crackdown targeting clerical figures, despite credible documentation of the Church’s 
collaboration with Russian state actors seeking to destabilise Armenia and preserve Moscow’s 
presence in the South Caucasus.
 
ANCA’s criticism of Vance’s visit and the peace deal, much of it mirroring pro-Russia talking points, 
if not openly supportive of Russia-affiliated organisations, raises a series of pertinent questions: why 
is one of the largest diaspora lobbying organisations in the US, with an established presence on 
Capitol Hill, maintaining strong affiliations with pro-Moscow actors and fighting against Armenia’s 
national interests? To what extent are Russian interests being played out in American institutions 
themselves? And to what extent is ANCA capable of derailing this historic peace process, 
commended by figures on all sides of the political spectrum?
 
If you are interested in exploring these questions further, I would be happy to connect you with the 
spokespeople mentioned above.
 
I hope to hear from you.
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