@ongress of the Mniten States
Washington, DE 20515

September 20, 2023

Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Honorable Linda Thomas-Greenfield
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

CC: Honorable Anténio Guterres
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York

The Congressional Caucus on Armenian Issues urges the Biden Administration to lead efforts at
the United Nations Security Council to establish a mandate and peacekeeping mission that
secures and protects the vulnerable Armenian population in Nagorno-Karabakh.

The large-scale attack by Azerbaijani forces this week was the most egregious escalation of their
genocidal campaign against Armenians to date. It was designed to subjugate a population that
endured months of starvation at the hands of the Azerbaijani regime as President Aliyev
repeatedly promised peace and de-escalation to the United States and other international actors.
It has become tragically clear that Russian peacekeepers cannot or will not uphold their
obligations to safeguard the Armenian people.

Despite failing to prevent this horrific tragedy from occurring, the international community still
has time to prevent the massacre or exile of the 120,000 Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh. The
United Nations must act swiftly to implement independent monitoring on the ground in
Nagorno-Karabakh and provide guaranteed protections to prevent the further bloodshed of
innocent civilians and ensure the safety and security of Armenians in the region. The U.N. must
also provide emergency humanitarian assistance, in coordination with USAID and other state
actors, and work to keep the Lachin Corridor open for the transportation of humanitarian aid.

The United States must act to enforce Section 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act and prevent
any security assistance from going to this murderous regime. The United States should also
quickly move to impose sanctions against Azerbaijani officials to send a strong signal that our
country will not tolerate political violence.



The Aliyev regime has made clear through its dangerous rhetoric and use of deadly force that
they will not accommodate Armenians living in Nagorno-Karabakh, which has been their
historic homeland for thousands of years. Our understanding is there will be a special United
Nations Security Council meeting in the afternoon on Thursday, September 21, to discuss
Azerbaijan’s aggressions. We urge a comprehensive condemnation of Azerbaijani violence and

resolute action to protect this vulnerable population.

We firmly believe the United States and the international community have a responsibility to act
and prevent a second Armenian Genocide, which we are currently seeing unfold before our eyes.
This moment could be the final opportunity to save these people and prevent full-scale ethnic

cleansing. Do not waste it.

We appreciate your consideration of these requests and look forward to your timely reply.
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