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SYNOPSIS:  Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 51--Relative to the Armenian 
Genocide.  
 
ACR 51, Kaloogian.  Armenian Genocide:  Day of Remembrance. 
 
This measure would designate April 24, 1997, as "California Day of 
Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923, and for the Victims of 
the Sumgait Pogroms of 1988 and Baku Riots of 1990."  It would call upon the 
people of California to use vigilance to ensure the peaceful settlement of the 
Nagorno Karabagh conflict while protecting the security of the Armenians in 
the Republic of Nagorno Karabagh. 
 
TEXT: WHEREAS, The Armenian Genocide of 1915-1923 was the first genocide 
of the 20th century, in which 1.5 million men, women, and children lost their 
lives at the hands of the Turkish Ottoman Empire; and 
 
WHEREAS, During the seven decades of the USSR's existence, the government 
of Soviet Azerbaijan conducted a systematic policy of removal of Karabagh 
Armenians from their historic homeland; and 
 
WHEREAS, Armenians in Azerbaijan fell victims to the Sumgait Pogroms in 
1988 resulting in 72 deaths, the Baku anti-Armenian riots in 1990 resulting in 
68 Armenian deaths, and the mass deportations of 350,000 Armenians from 
Azerbaijan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Recognition of these instances of man's inhumanity to man is 
crucial to ensuring against the repetition of genocide and provides the 
American public with an greater understanding of its heritage; and 
 
WHEREAS, Armenians in the Republic of Nagorno Karabagh remain at risk of 
yet another genocide until the time a peaceful resolution to the Nagorno 
Karabagh conflict is reached that guarantees the freedom and security for 
these people while supporting their right to self-determination; and 
 
WHEREAS, Despite the abundance of overwhelming and convincing evidence, 
the government of Turkey persists in denying the occurrence of the Armenian 
Genocide; and 
 
WHEREAS, California is home to the largest Armenian-American population in 
the United States, and Armenians living in California have enriched our state 
through their leadership in business, agriculture, academia, government, and 
the arts; now, therefore, be it 
 
Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, the Senate thereof 
concurring, That the Legislature of the State of California hereby designates 
April 24, 1997, as "California Day of Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide 
of 1915-1923, and for the Victims of the Sumgait Pogroms of 1988 and Baku 
Riots of 1990"; and be it further 
 
Resolved, That the people of California are called upon to use vigilance to 
ensure the peaceful settlement of the Nagorno Karabagh conflict while 
protecting the security of the Armenians in the Republic of Nagorno Karabagh; 
and be it further 



 
Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of this 
resolution to the Governor and to the Armenian Genocide Commemorative 
Committee. 
 
SPONSOR:   
Kaloogian  


