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Proclamation

mm the Empire State 1 proud to be the site of efforms 1o recognize mmportant hivtoncal milestones that enable New
Yoekers and Ametscans of diverse backgrounds 1o appereciate the contest of our chicfly-immigrant populaton’s resectlement hese; s &
State whose people have gone well beyond simply leaming from one another — 1 where they empathize with, assist and truly accept
others — New Yook has & umigue role sn Amenca’s prosuse o welcome the needy musses; and

th_ Armmenian-Amencany are one growp of smmagrants whose hastory in their histone homcland camed thom o see
Ametica as that great eefuge for weary bat determined pioneers on a quest for 2 life rencwed; the cvent most chosely associated with
Armctians' existonce a2 mostly diasporic community worddwide and with their arrival on Amencan shores is the Armentan Genocnde
of 1915.23; duning this awful atrocity, 1.5 mullion Armendan men, women and childeen were killed by agents of the Ottoman Emparce,
under whose authenty most Armenians lived; ample imcontrovernible evidence— which helped scholars adopt the term “genocade™ —
reveals that the perpetrators of these coomes acted with stated intent, indeed weee organized and used some of the crielest methods
ever employed aganst bumasnkind; and

wkl’m, the challenges Armenians face because of the Genocide include not only dealing with the loss of life but sl the
confiscation of two thirds of the Armeniams’ uncestral land and the near-destruction of the ricl Asmentan culture wnd language,
following their forced expulsion from Gamiliar territooes, Armenians made theis way to rebef agencies o the Middle East, to Eorope
and in many stances, to the United States, here i New York, despite thin tremendous sethack for thesr people, Armmeniams have
progressed to whese they occupy positions of leadership in many arcas of endeavor; and

Bbereas, for Armenisn-Amenicans, recogmunon of their genocide 1s the number one cause for young and obd alike, and it
an s which transcends other divergent views and perssasions Armcaians may have, sudly, more often than ever, an inssdioes
antempt 1o cover up detals of the Genocide w in full ywing i many areas of thought and learming; this occurs wherever Armenians —
and even inteenational scholars — excecise their froe expression (0 sell the stoey; the cover-up and pressure o coerce mndividuals,
legislatures and even global argamizations o stop the use of the term “genocide™ not only contradicts documented historical facts
archived in places such an the Unsted States Libeary of Congress, it & i the opinion of dwindling Genocide survivors another attack
om their person; and

mkm just a5 New York has = proud legacy of sesponding o the plight of suffering peoples the workd over, » has »
wonderful record of ivalvement m ameborating the vffering caused by the Armenisn Gemocide of 1915-23, much of the money raived
10 support efforts of otganizations such as Near East Relief was collected bere in New Yodk; much of the maising of awarcness oo the
wsne of the Genocide during ity sccumrence w lustrated in the spoken words of Pressdent Theodore Rovsevelt and then-Ambassador
from the US. 10 Constantinopic Henry Morgenthau, and aver 145 articles un the Armenian Genocide were printed in The New York
Tames o 1718 abome; ot b fitting that all New Yorkers stand in solidanty with custodiany of truth by joining thew Armenian-Amertican
neghbors in ackmowledging the 91 anmiversary of the onset of the Genocide;

ﬁ..- nﬂ'dtm. I, Geotge E, Patala, Governor of the State of New York, do beseby proctam Apnil 24, 2006 us
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