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Stare of New Yorls

___legislative Resolufion—

BY: M. cf A. Brzgman

OOMMEMORATING  the Seventy-third Anniversary
of the Armenian Genocice on April twensy-fourth,
ninsteen hundred eighty-eight

WHEREAS, “The Armenian Nation was founded around 70C 8.C. by a tribe of

Europeans who settled on a small pocket of land between Asia, Africa and Eurcpe; a
peaceful society, +he Armenians developed their own languzge andé culture over the

Centuries and became the first people to accept Christianily as their offi
1igion shortly after 300 A.D,; and

WHEREAS, The land became a vital trade Toute between the Ezst and West
coveted bty the Persians, the Medes, the Mongolians, the Russians, the Gree

Agrans and the Arabs; however, the Christizn Armenians were able 1o peacefully co-

exist with invading Armies until the birth of the Ottcman Naticn, when the Turks es~
-ahlished dominicn over an empire stretching same one thovsand five hundred miles

feom Viema to the Caucasus Mountains; and

WHEREAS, The Turks could neither tolerate moT integrate the independent Ar-
—enians, who spoke their own language 2nd practiced their owp religicn, and

WHERZAS, The early part of this century saw Furopean powers choosing aides

Juring the First World War, and Turkey joined forces with Germany against
Allies; and

WHERZAS, The immecdiate slaughter of all the Armenian eiite, including the clergy,
the intellectuals, the professionals and members of the business commnity, ordered
=y the Turks on April 24, 1915, is commenorated by Atmenians as the beginning of

-he Avmenian Genocide; and

WHEREAS, During the second half of the nineteenth cerntury, the Armenian popu-
lation of the Ottaman (Turkish) Empire became the target of increasing persecution
“w the Ottoman goverrment. These persecutions culminated in a2 three decade period

Zuring which millions of Armenian were systematically uprooted from their
~f three thousand years and eliminated through massacres and exile; and

WHEREAS, Between eighteen hundred pinety-four and eighteen hundred ninety-six,
«hree hundred thousand Armenians were messacred during the reign of the Ottoman Sul-
zan Abdu-Hamid 1I; in nineteen hundred nine, thirty thousand Armenians were massacred

in the area of Cilicia; and between rineteen fundred fifteen and nineteen

twenty-Two, one million five tamdred thousand Armenians were killed, and more than

five thousand were oxiled from the Ottoman Empire: and

WIEREAS, By the beginning of World War I, there were more than two million five
hundred thousand living in the Ctteman Empire, today, fewer than one hundred thousand

declared Armenians remain in Turkey, most of them in Istanbul and Westen

The Eastern provinces, the Ammenian heartland, are virtuzlly without Armenians; and
i

WHEREAS, On April twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred fifteen, hundreds of Armenian

religious, political and intellectual leaders were rounded up, exiled and

rurdered in remote places in Anatolia; and ,

WHEREAS, Within several months, the spproximately two huvdred £ifty thousand
Amerdars serving in the Otteoman ar— & -ing World War I were disarmed and placed
:n forced laber battalions where the. w..v either starved or exscuted: and
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WHEREAS, The Armenian people, deprived of their jeadership and young able-bodied
men and disarmed under threat of severe punishment, were then deported from every 1LY,
town OT village of Asia Minor and Turkish Armenia. In most instances during the death
marches, the men and older boys were quickly separated and executed soon after leaving
town. The unprotected women and children were marched for weeks into the Syrian de-
cert and subjected to rape, torture, and mutilation along the way. The majority of
the deportees died on the marches of forced starvsiion, disease and massacres; and

WHEREAS, Approximately five hundred thousand refugees escaped to the North across
+he Russian border, south into Arab countries, or 1o Europe and the United States.
Thus, the Armenian community of the Ottoman Empire was virtually eliminated as a re-
sult of a carefully executed govermment plan of genocide; and

WHEREAS, United States Ambassador to Turkey Henry Morgenthau, in Ambassador
Morgenthau's Story, is quoted as saying: sfhen the Turkish authorities gave the orders
Tor these deportations, they were merely giving the death warrant to a whole race;
they understood this well, and, in their conversations with me, they made no particu-
lar attempt to conceal the fact . . . I zm confident that the whole history of the
numan Tace contains no such horrible episode as this. The great massacre and persecu-
tions of the past seem almost_insi&nificant when compared to the sufferings of the

-

Armenian race in nineteen hundred fifteen.’'; and
e

WHEREAS, The horrors to which Ammenian Christians were subjected during this, the
first holocaust of the twentieth century, are unspeakable and such crimes are morally
offensive and outrageous to the basic principles and values of civilization; and

WHEREAS, History attests to the devastation of the Armenian cormmmity with the
extermination of more than one and one-half million Armenians in nineteen hundred
fifteen along, as well as the wholesale massacres of hundreds of thousands more be-
tween eighteen hundred ninety-four and nineteen hundred twenty-three; and

WHEREAS, The United States Senate, on February nineteenth, nineteen hundred -
eighty-six, endorsed the Genocide Convention by a vote of eighty-seven to eleven; and

WHEREAS, The treaty has enormous symbolic value as a worldwide statement of out-
rage and condemnation OVET VETY real horrors - as rezl as the Armenizn Genocide and
Hitler's death camps; and

WHEREAS, The New Yotk State Legislature has long been at the forefront of ef-
forts to ensure that the victims and survivors of such holocausts are not forgotton;
now, therefcre, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to commemorate
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the Seventy-third Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide on April twenty-fourth,
nineteen hundred eighty-eight; and be it further

RESOLVED, ‘Thgt a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmitted 1O
the Armenian National Committee, 80 Bigelow Aveme, Watertown, Massachusetts 0217z2.




