State of New FHampshire
By His Excellency
John Lynch, Governor

A ®@roclamation

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE OF 1915

WHEREAS, on Aprl 24 1915 — 1923, the Youns Tuk povernment of the Ottoman Empare
began a systematic, premeditated genocide of the Ammenian people — an unarmed Chnstian
minority iving under Turkish rle; and

WHEREAS, more than 1.3 — 1.5 million Armenians were extermirated through direct killmgz,
starvation, torture, and forced death marches. Another million fled mto permanent exils and an
ancient civilization was expunged from their homeland of 3,500 years; and

WHEREAS, the Ammenian Gepocide is abundanily decuomented by Ottoman coun-martial
records, by bundreds of thousands of decoments in the anchives of the United States and nations
argind the world: and

WHEREAS, after &0 years the Turkish government contmues to deny the genocide by blaming
the wictims and underminmg historical fact with false rheteric. The words “Armenian™ and
“Greek” are nonexistent in Turkizsh descriptions of ancient or Christian artifacts and monumernts
in Turkey; and

WHEREAS, it is important to remember that when Faphasl Lemkin coined the word
“penocide” I 1944 he cited the 1915 annthilatton of the Armenians as a seminal example of
genocids; and

WHEREAS, the denial of genocide strives to reshape history in erder to demonize the victims
and rehabilitate the perpetrators; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations, the European Parbiament, the Association of (remocide
Scholars, the Instihute on the Holecaust and Genocide (JTerosalem), and the Institate for the Snady
of Genocids (WYC) have reaffirmed the extermmation of the Armenians by the Turkish
povermment a3 genocide;

NOW, THEREFORE, I JOHN LYNCH, GOVEENOR of the state of New Hampshire do
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ANNIVERESARY OF THE AREMENIAN GENOCIDE OF 1915 in New Hampshire.

Given at the Execative Chamber
in Concord, this 8th day of Apnl, in the
vear of Our Lord two thousand and fve,
and the ndependsnce of the United
States of America, two hundred and
Cwenty-nine.

John H. Lynch
(FovernoT



