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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 427 %%

| NTRODUCED BY LAUGHLI N, WOINARGCSKI, CAPPABI ANCA, ROSS, SHANER,
SANTONI, G GLI OITI, SOLOBAY, GEORGE, COY, LEDERER, SCHULER,
HERVAN, ROBERTS, RUBLEY, ARMSTRONG CLARK, PETRONE, SATHER
WALKO, READSHAW HESS, DeWEESE, HARHAI, FAI RCH LD, JOSEPHS
TI GUE, MELI O, PESCI, HERSHEY, ROBI NSON, BARRAR, FORClI ER
BEBKO- JONES, GRUCELA, E. Z. TAYLOR, CORRI GAN, HUTCH NSON
STEELMAN, MARSI CO, STABACK, DALEY, COSTA, CLYMER, LEH,
BELFANTI, MANDERI NO, RAMOS, BELARDI, BAKER, TANGRETTI
LESCOvVI TZ, B. SMTH, TULLI, M COZZIE, TRUE, M COHEN, BROME,
EACHUS, TRELLO AND GEI ST, MARCH 27, 2000

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MARCH 27, 2000
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A RESCLUTI ON

| 24, 2000, as a comenorative day for the

Procl ai m ng Apri
f the Arneni an genoci de.

victins o

WHEREAS, The Arneni ans are an anci ent people, having settled
inthe vicinity of Mount Ararat in the seventh century B.C., and
have | ong been fervent believers in Christianity. That religion
becanme the state religion of Arnenia in the fourth century A D.,
maki ng Arnenia one of the first nations to accept Christianity;
and

WHEREAS, Through the actions of St. Gegory the Illum nator,
t he Arneni an Apostolic Church was established in the fourth
century A.D. and continues to exist to this present day, along
wi th various other Christian comrunions to be found anong
Armenians in the United States, in Arnmenia, and el sewhere

t hroughout the world; and
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WHEREAS, Arneni ans have al ways believed in the principles of
freedom of consci ence and worshi p and hold these principles
sacred to this very day; and

WHEREAS, During World War |, sone 1,500,000 Arnenians were
massacred as a result of actions of the Gttonman Enpire. Mny
others were forced to flee from Arneni a; and

WHEREAS, These tragic events constitute the first instance of
genocide in the 20th century, serving as a precursor of the
Hol ocaust occurring prior to and during Wrld War Il and as a
rem nder of man's inhumanity to man; and

WHEREAS, Arneni an- Aneri cans have contributed greatly to the
progress of America by their activities in the arts, business,

t he | earned professions, academ a, philanthropy, and also in
government, wherein Arneni an- Aneri cans occupy hi gh executive
offices; and

WHEREAS, April 24 has been observed traditionally as Arnenian
Martyrs' Day, to honor the nmenory of those who died for their
beliefs and principles; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives proclaimApri
24, 2000, as a comrenorative day to honor the victins of the

Armeni an genoci de.
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