WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

N THE MAME AND By THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF lOWa

PROCLAMATION

from 1915-1923 during the Armenian Genocide, one and one-hall million ethaic Armenian men,
women and children as well as over one million Greeks, Assyrians, Syriacs and sthers were
massacred as part of the planned complene eradication of those indigenous communitics by the
Outoman Turkish Empire during the first modern genocide that still requires justica, and

prioe to the implementation of the Holocaust, in order 1o gamer support from his fallowers, Adoll
Hiter asked, “Wiho, after all, speaks today of the annthilation of the Armeniana™, and

the Halocsust was the siate-sporsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of European Pews
by Moz Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1943; Six mitlion Jews were murdered,
Roma (Gypsies), people with disabilities and Poles werg also targeted for destruction or
decimation for racial, ethinic or national reasons; millions more, including homoexuals, Jehovah's
Witnesses, Soviet prisoners of war and political dissidents, also suffered grievous oppression and
death under Nazi tyranny; and

oiher cases of genecide inclade the killings in Cambodia in 1975, the massacres in Bosnia in 1992,
the slanghter in Rwanda in 1994 and now in the 21 century, the displacements and deaths in
Darfur as well as targeting of religious minorities by the Islamic Sdate of lrag and the Levant
(1SILY in the Middle East; and

the United S1ates House of Representatives has adopted Ho.Con Res. 75, declaring the atrocithes
perpetrated by the ISIL against Christans, Yezidis and other religious and cthnic minoritses in Irag
and Syria war orimes, crimes against humanity and genocide; and

by recognizing and consistently remembering the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust and all cases
of past and ongoing genocide, we help protect historic memory, ensure that similar atrocities do
not eccur again and remain vigiland against hatred, persecutbon and tyranny:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kim Reynodds, Governor of the State of lowa, do hereby proclaim the month of October,

2017 as

ARMENIA AWARENESS MONTH

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | HAVE HERE-
UNTO SUBSCRIBED MY NAME AND CAUSED
THE GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF IOWA TO
BE AFFIXED, DONE AT DES MOINES THIS

AY OF ALGUST IN° I‘III:. YE Ml OF OLUR
LORD TWO THOUSA !




