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April 24, 1986

(Y]
A DAY OF REMEMERANCE FOR THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE OF 1915-1823

WHEREAS, at ths outbreak of World War I, the Young Turk regime of the Ottoman Empire, led by Talaat
Pasha, decided to depory the entire Armenizn population of about 1.8 million pcosle to Syria and Meeopolamia,

glu.mng to axterminete them by driving all Armexdans, regardless of age or condition of health, to tha totally
Rrren Der-El-Zor region of what is now Byrig; and

WHERRAS, the Armenians were rounded up. bratally driven from their hemes and their land, scparated
from tholr families, robbed of evaxx.h.i.ng they owned and stripped of possessions they carried with them, nnd on the
death morch t6 Der.El-Zor, more than a miu’ibn died of sLarvution or were killed; angd

WHEREAS, thousands of Christian Armenians were fortured and murdered for refusing t6 accept Islam ag

2 their religlon, and thae strotities inflicted upon them in concentration comps and on death marehes to Der-El-Zor
#| resamble thoee suffered by the victimg of the Holocauet in World War IT; and

1 WHEREAS, the massacre of Armanians who escaped deportation and remained in Turkey was called the

& “most coloasal crime of all agos® by the American examiniag militery mission's report to the U.B. Congress, end in
# ntelegram sent by U.8. Ambassador Herry Mergenthau to the Secretary of State, Morgenthau warned that *s

@ cimpaign of race extermingtion is in progress under & pretext of reprisal against rebellion”; and

WHEREAS, &n estimated 1.5 million le of Armanian ancestry perished in the genotide perpetrated Ly
the goveraments of the Omo::an Empire fmmpf3¥6 to 1923; and S P
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. WHEREAS, many Armenians emigrated to the United States, where thﬁand thair descendants have
contributed much to the economis and al vitality of our society, and kept alive the memory of their friends and
| relatives who perished during the systamatic campeign of extermination; and

ROW THEREFORE, I, Jobn Bagler, Goveraor of the Steta of Michigan, do hereby declare April 24, 1895 a8 A
EéxY OF REMEMERANCE FOR THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE OT 1915-1923 in Michigan and urge the citizens af

chigan to ¢bserve that day by remembering the 1.5 million people of Armenian ancestry who logt their lives
during that terrible time,
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Given under my hand this thirtieth day of March in
thg year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred oud
ningty-five and of the Cammonwealth ong hundred
snd Gfynine,

Governor



