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Cong. Wm.
St. Onge in
Statement

CCONG. WILLIAM L. ST. ONGE

Remarks of Cong. William L.
St. Ounge before the House of Re-
presemtatives, April 5, 1965.

Mr. Speaker, this year marks a
half century since that infamous
day in 1915 when the mass
slaughter and deportation of some
2 million Armeaians began in
Turkey. Since then, April 24 of
cach year is observed as Armenian
martyrs day in commemoration of
this great tragedy which almost

~saw the annihilation of a whole
people.

In the long and turbulent his-
tory of the Anmenian people, the
vear 1915 undoubtedly stands out
as the darkest year. By the end
of that year only 2 handful of Ar-
menians were left, spared miracu-
lously from rthe scourge that

swept over Turkey and destroyed
nearly every Armenian community
in rthat countery.

Clergymen, iatellectuals, busi-

L] Price Ten Cents

PRELATE OPENS HOUSE SESSION OF APRIL
26 WITH PRAYER. ADDRESS ON GENOCIDE

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 26—His (.1ace, Arch-
bishop Hrant Khatchatourian, Prelate of the Armenian
National Apostolic Church of North America, opened this
afternoon’s session of the United States House of Repre-
sentatives with a solemn prayer, following which he ad-
dressed House members on the commemoration of the

50th Anniversary of the Turkish Genocide of the Armen=
ians, and the significance of the Armenian memorial year.

His Grace was accompanied to the House Chambers
by a delegation consisting of Mr. John Der Hovanessian,
the Reverand Sempad Mekhjian, Dr. Hratch Abrahamian,
Mr. Manoog Najarian, and others.

CONG. FLOOD ON RUTHLESS’ MASSACRES

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 26—Congressman Daniel
J. Flood, Pa., today addressed the House of Representatives
on the matter of the Turkish Genocide of 1915.

Mr. Flood, long a proponent of action in favor of the
captive nations, said:

“April 24 of this year marks the 50th anniversary
of ‘an event of World W ar 1 almost forgotten, the out-
right extermination of the Armenian communities in the
Ottoman Empire. At the beginning of that year there
were close to 2,000,000 Armenians in the sultan’s sprawl-
ing domain, and about half of these were living in their
historic homeland in Eastern Asia Minor. By the end of
that terrible year nearly all of them had been uprooted
irom their homes (only those residing in the sultan’s capi-
tal city Constantinople were spared through the tireless
efforts of the United States Ambassador Mr. Morgenthau),
and many hundreds of thousands had been massacred out-
right.

“Most of those who were spared this cruel but quick
form of death were doomed to suffer longer in the course

Maine House Adopts
Sahagian Resolution

The following Resolution, offered by the Hon. Herman
D. Sahagian, was adopted by the House of Representatives
of the State of Maine.

°
"WHEREAS, I"lﬂy years agn, on April 24, 1915, the
ordered the

; : |
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE DANIEL J. FLOOD %*":'7

of forced marches, but they also shared a similar fate
“under circumstances of brutality and cruelty unsurpassed
in the history even of the blood-stained East.” Barely
one-tenth of the total number managed to survive this
secretly planned and most carefully executed first case of
genocide in all modern history. Thus the Armenian people,
who throughout their long and turbulent history had ;
steadfastly clung to their ancestral homes, and who in _‘—
the opinion of those who knew them had long been re- 3
garded as the most el ie, industrious and progressive
element in the Ottoman Empire, were carried off as if byv v
some affliction early in the First World War. A
'The causes for this tragedy are numerous, but tl'u

oot b

is that the Armenians, always oppressed and
ted by the unruly Kurds and unscrupulous
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4, COLUMNS 1—2) '
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Governor Reed of Mainé
Issues Proclamation

The Text of Maine Governor John H. Reeds proclama
tion: = ihe
“WHEREAS. fifty years ago, on April 24, 191> /1
Government of Turkey ordered the massacre of 'hel Ke
menian nation which before its termination was [to fa 0
the toll of 1.000.000 lives, with an additional 100040
displaced. ill and in want; and .

“"WHEREAS. the heginning of the Armenian Marl.\r:
dom marked at the same time the opening of the min
important contributions to the Allied war effort in \\.lo‘rld
War [ by the Armenian nation. affectionately termed ilhe
Little Ally” by Woodrow Wilson, President of the United
States of America; and A A

"WHEREAS, the sacrifice of the Armenian nation In
the cause of virtuous government, freedom, justice and
human rights serves to remind us that mankind is ready
to perish in the interest of noble causes; and

"WHEREAS. in this anniversary vear of the 1915
genoncide of the Armenian Nation it is significant to re-
member those men, women and children who perished in
violence, to honor their memory and pay tribute to their
self-xacrifice;

NOW. THEREFORE, I, John H. Reed, Governor of
the State of Maine do hereby proclaim Saturday, April 24,
1965, as

ARMENIAN MARTYRS DAY
and uree that proper recognition be accorded to this

solemn occasion.
John H. Reed

(Gzovernor

Resolution Adopted
By Maine House:

{CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1, COLUMNS 2—3)

would behasve all citizens of This State to remember those
innocent men., women and children who perished to the
sword of violence. to hovor their memory and pay tribute
to their self-sacr'fice. while at the same time reminding
those who would in our day indulge in mass murder that
Americans indeed do rememher the genocide of 1915 and,
in remembheraing signify their readiness to raise a power-
ful voice against those forces which would unleash the
terrihle weuapon of genocide: we therelore

“RESOLVE. to give full recognition to the Guber-
natorial proclamation making NSatorday. April 24, 1965,
Armenian Martyr’s Day and urge that proper recognition
be accorded to this grievous and solemn occasion”™

St. Onge Statem;nt

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1, COLUMN 1)

Arnicnizn they cocountered io the
&rces. The men presented them-
ocives io their working dothes.
When they armived, they were
thrown wrthou explanagon into
prison, kept there a dsy or rwo.
and thea marched out of the town
in butches. ropcd man © man,
slonz oo soudberly or south-
exarrly rved. They were smarting,
they were told. oa 2 long journey
—Mosul or perbaps  Baghdad.
Bur chey had not loag © ponder
over dhir plight. for chey were
baired and massxTed & the firs
boacly place on the rvad. There
vas complecte courdinanion
bawers  Tamaae  Bev>  Munstry
of the loumoc and Eover Pasha's
Misctry of War. tor senultaneous-
b b Armcoian Lahoor Baslboas
wsartuog behwod the oo were
mrroucded by deamhanne o char
awiarmn Maden  tellow soldiers
and bambervd n cuoid had.
‘Areold ) Taynbee. in “The
Trearment ot Armemians 0 the
Oworman  Foopire 191516, pp.
(2220 T
ft 15 bardly ocrwmfy w0 add
moch w dis denripioa of whae

was prahably the first genocidal
act in modern days except for the
fact that the women and childrea
were cither slaughtered. sold inwm
slavery., or remined as servanes in
Turkish and Arab housebolds.
To this day the people of Ar-
mcruan descent have never forgor-
ten the magic eveoss of 1915, cor
can they ever forgee them. Oo
Aptil 24 of each vear chey re
member the mamyrs who were
struch domn o savagely ar the
hands of a cruel regime. lo chis
counoy. where several huodred
thousand Americans of Armemian
ongmn live 10 pesce with cheir
aeghbors. chis sad dsy of oibure
s obwcrved in many communities.
Spanal extora) seraces are held
ia dche churches and public meet.
mgs are dedicased © pey bomage
© the martyrs of 1915.
) On dus day. peaceloving Amer-
scans of sll taths and aanoml
ongias ju:n 1 this obrvance weeh
bowed heads and  hesvy henrrs
ladrn with sadness ac the inhu-
manmes of man. We experess our
d rethy @ a d lrw
pruple. @ Armenians

end herox
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In attempting Ak %
Armenian casé. the prmCJpaLmora
} omm
‘rent Al r B
tt'::tcusligna]izing the fiftieth anm\;.lr::m.-
of {he Turkish genocide qf t_he%..Ce
ians is, of course, to obtain justice. B
: ' i i 3 > maln-
Webster defines JU_St.lce as thgt e
tenance or administratien of tha e
also merited reward or puflish-

Governm

revive the forgotten
jective O
ive ef-
menjan ¢ ti

is just,
ment.

Specifically, as applied to the A{m?;l;
ian case, justice contemplates rec?rt:{j-sd |
wrongs, repatation for damages inflicted,
and restoration of unlawfully seized terri-
tories.

The approximately two million
cent souls who fell victim to the Turk’s
bloody scimitar, of course, can never be
returned back to life, nor can they be
atoned for other than the reciprocation of
the barbarism, something which is abhor-
ent to the Armenian character. Those
hapless souls who had a right to live
through the three score and ten brief
span as decreed by God are gone for-
ever, and we can only mourn their loss.

But there still remains the matter of
redress of grievances and reparation for
losses inflicted, including the restoration
of seized territories, something which,
fifty years after the crime, even to this
day. the Turk scorns to consider.

The Jews brought their executioners to
trial at Nuremberyr and punished them,
and they still are ferreting out their
murders. 0}'{-1‘ twenty vears have passed
J::‘«e t}?e Nurembery trials. and vet. the

< hawvi —

(b\'en::ieilptlv;:gegn ;ll:f;]n ‘”Te Gerrga.n
mitations, o t};at' pth( e‘afutn.te or li-
Nagt Crim.inal< hat beeb outat.:mhr}ﬂ' few

N 2l may rought to justice,
Tl;::i:}:l c:i.“\t,l;f ot gpacted out to the
any intemat;'(;nail \ tril ormenians by
which. be . . )ur.lal. something

n, by all the laws of God and
shouid have been done, and it to kman'
Armenian braves to strike down tho the

¢ e prin-
cipal authors of the massacres of
Most of the other criminals of 1915.
P Iminals got away
with m.urder. many of them hyye Pa*se;‘i
away since then, hut there still are a fey-

inno-

ent Points The Wy

criminals outstanding  who shoulg

brought to justice. .
The matter of reparations for mater,

losses sustained stil.l il\\'zllli»set‘lsfac(inn‘
something about whzc_h the q\'l)ized Wor
still can do something. History sho,
that the Armenians have made ap in,
posing contribution to \f':)l‘ld Civilizatiy
and they made their sacrifice to freedon,
cause in two world war efforts far in g
cess of their numbers and resoure;
They certainly earned thix much of ,
compensation from a presumably grale.
ful world society.

How shall we bring about this repar,
tion?

Happily, the Lebanese Government, gne
of the smallest and weakest peoples i

the worll, has set the courageus
example.
At present writing, we do not know

what progress the movement has made,
but recent reports from that country, in
the wake of Turkish intervention, and
ves, Turkish threats against Armenian
commemorative demonstrations in Leban-
on, have aroused certain members of the
Lebanese Parliament to sponsor a resol-
tion, calling on their government to de-
mand reparations from the Turkish Go-
vernment for the material losses of the
Armenians during the massacres which,
in turn, at the suggestion of an Armenian
member of the Parliament, will be used
for sorely needed housing projects for the

Armenians who now live in deplorable
living quarters.
During the deportations, the Turks

seized well over two thousand Armeniar
schools. churches and monasteries anc
confiscated their fabulous wealth. Re
search students have calculated this loo
at no less than 35 billion dollars.
_ An international tribunal, sensitive 0
its responsibility, can exact. this sum fron
the Turkish Government, even as the Le
bane.se Government has set the pace, an¢
:1':3 It for the amelioration of the lot 0
countless waifs who survived thi
Turkish scimetar and who now live undel
the hospitality of kind countries in tht

Aw of the world.
m the United Stares and in other

countties, who have risen fro

-q‘__“_h‘_—\—__

d'ne_ abes of annihilation W re
build their culniwre and heritage,
La‘ us hope and pray thag nuer.
3gun will hurmsnicy be affliceed
with R.I(h a uagedy as befell the
Ar@mian people juse o half cep.
ury ago.
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