DURHAM COUNTY BOARD
of

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WHEREAS, BeTween 1915-1923, THE EXTERMINATION OF MORE THAN ONE AND ONE-HALF
MILLION ARMENIANS TOOK PLACE BY THE OTTOMAN JTURKS: AND

WHEREAS. DURING THIS ATROCITY., ARMENIANS WERE FORCED TO WITNESS THE SLAUGHTER
OF THEIR RELATIVES AND THE LOSS OF THEIR ANCESTRAL HOMELAND: AND

WHEREAS, ARMENIANS ASSERT THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF MODERN DAY TURKEY REFUSES TO
RECOGNIZE THE FACTS OF THE GENOCIDE:! AND

WHEREAS, THE DENIAL OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE BY THE PRESENT DAY TURKISH
GOVERNMENT SERVES TO TAINT HISTORY AND DISAVOWS ARMENIANS OF THE RIGHT TO
THEIR HOMELAND AND HERITAGE: AND

WHEREAS, ANCESTRAL ARMENIAN LANDS TAKEN BY THE OTTOMAN TURKS HAVE NOT BEEN

RETURNED TO' THE ARMENIAN PEOPLE, NOR HAVE THE ARMENIANS RECEIVED COMPENSATION

FOR THEIR LOSSES: AND

WHEREAS, ARMENIANS HAVE TRADITIONALLY DESIGNATED APRIL 24 As ARMENIAN MARTYRS
+ IN RECOGNITION AND REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE WHO DIED DURING THE ARMENIAN

GENOCIDE: AND

WHEREAS, THE 1996 MARKS THE 81ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE TRAGEDY OF THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE: AND

WHEREAS., 1T IS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER HISTORY SO THAT MISTAKES OF THE PAST ARE
NOT REPEATED IN FUTURE GENERATIONS,

NOW., THEREFQORE., WE THE DURHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DO HEREBY PROCLAIM
AeriIL 24, 1996 as

ARMENIAN MARTYRS DAY
IN DurHam CounTy,
TH1S THE 22ND DAY ofF ApriL, 1996.
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